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Black British History

On your white board: 
Name as many 

people from Black 
British history. Famous 

people, sports 
people, politicians 

etc How many 
names can you 

give?

Who had the most names? 
Why do you think some of us may 

have struggled with this challenge?
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How long ago did 
Black British History 

begin?

Can you tell 
anything about 

this picture?
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Active Learning

1. Ivory bangle lady

2. Iganatius Sancho

3. Beachy head woman

4. John Blanke

5. Queen Charlotte

1.  You will have 1 minute to read the posters around the 
room. 

2. Return to your seat when I tell you to.

3. Tell your partner what you remember about the 
person.

4. You will now learn more about the 5 black Britons. 
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Ivory Bangle Lady

Time: circa 400AD, died between 18 and 23 years (found 1901)

Place: York (burial), North African (origins)

Evidence:

• She was buried in a stone sarcophagus with jet and elephant ivory bracelets, earrings, 

pendants, beads, a blue glass jug and a glass mirror (items only the rich could afford).

• The most famous object from the burial is a rectangular openwork mount of bone, 

inscribed with “Hail, sister, may you live in God” indicating she had Christian beliefs. 

• The chemical signature of the food and drink she consumed suggested she was a 

high-status incomer to Roman York, likely to have been of North African descent.

• The shape of her skull suggests that she had North African ancestry; this is not very 

surprising in a place like York, where inscriptions and written sources mention Africans. 

Significance: 

• Her skeleton is thought to be of a high-status woman from Roman York.

• Whilst we know many things about her, her name is not one of them, so she 

is affectionately known as the ‘Ivory Bangle Lady’.

• Migration to Britain in the first century was part of the expansion of the Roman Empire 

and the outcome of colonial and imperial processes.

• Her apparent high status also challenges popular perceptions that African Romans 

were all slaves.

Legacy:

• We often do not know why individuals came to Britain. Some migration was voluntary, 

to take advantage of opportunities in a new Roman province, but there was also 

forced migration, for example, of slaves.

• Research suggests that a sizable minority of Roman York’s population, 

perhaps around 10%, had connections to areas beyond Europe.
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Ivory Bangle Lady Ignatius Sancho                              
1729 –1780

Beachy head woman

John Blanke Queen Charlotte 1744-1818 Use this box to make notes that will help 
you answer the most challenging progress 
question that you can:

On a double page, create a mindmap/table for you to collect 

information about these 5 black Britons. You will watch short films 

and re-read the information sheets
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Indigenous, ethnicity, black history, citizenship, society, institutional racism, 
enslaved person.

How might society be improved if we 

understood black history better?

What can we learn from Black British 

History and why should it be celebrated?

What does Black British History look like 

and what are schools not teaching you?

Progress Review Question
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Ivory Bangle Lady MAD time
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Ignatius Sancho MAD time
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Beachy Head Woman MAD time
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John Blanke MAD time
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Queen Charlotte MAD time
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